Fatal recurrent ureteroarterial fistulas after exenteration for cervical cancer.
Ureteroarterial fistula (UAF) is a rare occurrence. It can be difficult to diagnose with a high mortality. We report a case of a recurrent UAF. A 38-year-old women diagnosed with cervical cancer had undergone pelvic exenteration for severe radiation-induced necrosis with a vesicovaginal and rectovaginal fistula after primary radiation therapy. Hemorrhage into the urinary tract necessitated surgical intervention and vascular repair with a femoral-femoral bypass. Although these measures were effective, the patient died 6 months later following an acute hemorrhage into her conduit. Arteriogram revealed a second UAF. When urinary tract bleeding occurs in patients previously diagnosed with a gynecologic malignancy and treated with radiation therapy and extensive surgery with urinary diversion, UAF should be considered in the differential diagnoses.